The Woodcraft Folk

Aims, Principles and Programme

1. The Woodcraft Folk is an educational movement for children and young people, designed to
develop self confidence and activity in society, with the aim of building a world based on equality,
friendship, peace and co-operation.

2. We seek to develop in our members a critical awareness of the world. We will work to develop the
knowledge, attitudes, values and skills necessary for them to act to secure their equal participation in
the democratic process that will enable them to bring about the changes that they feel are necessary to
create a more equal and caring world.

As an educational movement, we believe that equal opportunities should extend to all aspects of
activity and participation in the Woodcraft Folk. We will combat oppression or discrimination in our
movement, whether on grounds of age, class, gender, race, sexual orientation or for reasons of
disability. We will educate our members so that they take these issues into the wider community.

3. We believe that to further our aims it is vital to approach our educational work through the
principles of co-operation. To achieve this we will provide a programme which ensures that our
members practice co-operation through all the activities in which they participate.

4. Our motto is ‘Span the world with friendship’. We will therefore encourage and develop
international understanding and friendship through our educational work and by our exchanges
between children and young people of different lands. We will promote a greater understanding of the
world amongst our members so that they are aware of the inequalities which exist in it.

5. In our work with children and young people, we respect and defend their individual rights, and
encourage them to participate responsibly and democratically, in all aspects of Woodcraft Folk
activity.

6. The Woodcraft Folk welcome all children, young people and adults, who wish to become members
of the movement, and it asserts the right of all its members to practice the faith of their choice
providing it does not contravene the aims and principles of the movement.

7. The Woodcraft Folk will encourage an understanding of the need to protect our environment and the
use of the world’s resources. With this aim we will seek to encourage our members to protect our
urban and rural environment in the interests of all.

8. Because of our international outlook and concern that all shall enjoy the right to freedom from the
immorality of war and want, the Woodcraft Folk is dedicated to the cause of peace.

Accordingly we associate with the movement for world disarmament and for the transfer of those
resources directed to the destruction of life channels which will be used for the fulfilment of
humanity’s needs

9. The task of the Woodcraft Folk is the cultivation of a world outlook. Because the Woodcraft Folk is
concerned with educational activities, it is accordingly precluded from being involved in activities and
policy making of political parties. The Woodcraft Folk expects its members to abide by its
Constitution and to participate actively in a movement that is dedicated to all people for all time.
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